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Objective of the Course 
 
This course relies on both theoretical and empirical approaches to help students craft their own analysis of world 
politics. The course proposes an interdisciplinary analysis of international issues, using the methods and frameworks of 
a variety of social sciences fields, including sociology, history, political science, comparative politics, international 
relations, anthropology, geography and political economy. 

 
Summary 
 

This course offers an interdisciplinary approach to World Politics, combining conceptual tools, historical insight, 

and empirical evidence to investigate recurrent patterns and issues. It will introduce students to core concepts, 

such as power, security, cooperation, sovereignty, etc. from various disciplinary perspectives including Global 

History, Political Science, Comparative Politics, Political Theory, International Relations, International Political 

Economy, Sociology, International Public Law. In order to account for the profound transformation of world politics 

wrought by globalization, the course explores a vast array of topics ranging from foreign policy, social movements 

and economic crises to wars, empires and international organizations, and, to do so, uses different levels of 

analysis – from the local to the global. Through major themes in international politics (war, peace, imperialism, 

human rights, terrorism, economic development, economic crises, international organizations, migration, etc.), 

students will develop analytical skills grounded in both theoretical and empirical knowledge. 

The course is designed for students with a background in at least one of the human and social sciences 

(sociology, history, political science, economics, anthropology, geography). 

Organization of the Course 
 
First set of sessions 

 

General introduction  

 an interdisciplinary course 

 the usual suspects: politics, policy, polity 

 main questions 

 

World Politics through World History: empire, international relations and globalisation 

 Archaeology: Empires and World politics before modernity 

 Modern world politics after the Peace of Westphalia: World Orders and International Systems 

 Contemporary World Politics: globalising world politics (again) 

Some definitions: empire, colonialism, power, international system, world order, international society, 

globalisation 
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States and the world order 

 Defining sovereignty and framing the sovereignty debate 

 External sovereignty and public policy: foreign policy 

 Sovereignty under pressure 

1. intervention 

2. globalisation 

 Multilateralism and cooperation 

1. International regimes 

2. International organisations 

3. International Public Law: a product of multilateralism 

 Governance: a critical stance 

Environmental governance as an example 

 

Case studies:  

The Ottoman empire: politics, policies, polity over time and space 

The interventions in Iraq: a comparison (1991 and 2003) 

Ukraine today: context and multi-level analysis of the crisis 

The UN: a critical study through history 

Public diplomacy, hard and soft power: discussing the case of Japanese strategies through history 

Environmental advocacy networks since the 1960s 

 

Notions mastered: 

 Politics, policy, polity 

 Empire 

 World order 

 International systems 

 International society 

 Globalisation 

 Power (soft, hard) and hegemony 

 Sovereignty (external, internal) 

 Multilateralism  

 Transnationalism 

 Governance 

 

Second set of sessions  

 

War and Peace: conflicts, (in)security, and violence in World Politics 

 Definitions and measures 

 The changing character of war 

1. The obsolescence of war 

2. The Revolution in Military Affairs 

3. Old wars, New wars? The case of the Balkan conflict (1992-1999) 

 Violence in World Politics 

1. civil war: the case of Yemen (and Syria) 

2. genocide: the case of Rwanda 

3. Terrorism as a political issue: the case of Chechnya in the 1990s and 2000s 

 Peace and State building 

1. Collective security 

2. The changes in multilateral “peace making” 

3. State “building” as a political issue 
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Economics as world politics 

 State and markets in world politics: International political economy revisited 

 International organisations, international regimes: economic multilateralism  

 Questions around the 2008 crisis: bubbles and policies 

 Development, poverty and inequality 

1. The case of International migration and development 

2. Relative poverty: inequality in developing and developed countries  

 

Case studies:  

A political study of the Afghan conflicts over time 

A political study of the Libyan crisis 

A political study of violence in the Central African Republic 

A political History of Congolese wars since the 1960s 

Violence in Columbia: a political history 

The IRA: a political study through history 

Gender inequality as an issue in world politics: determinants, implications, evolution, policies and politics 

Sustainable Growth: a global political analysis of sustainable development 

 

Revolutions and social movements: World Politics from below 

 The Arab Springs: revolutions or what? 

 The case of the Gulf countries 

 Revolutions, revolutionary moments 

 Social movements 

 Social change: World structures and global agency? 

 

Case studies:  

The Tunisian Revolution 

The Egyptian Revolution  

 

Notions mastered: 

 War, conflict 

 Peace 

 Security 

 Political violence 

 Economic crises and regulation 

 Inequality 

 Development  

 Migration  

 Revolutions 

 Social movements 

 Agency 

 

Requirements for course validation 
 
The course’s validation is based on three types of assignments: 

 weekly readings and class participation based on the readings 

 case studies (oral presentation on empirical case studies related to the course’s content) 

 a final essay (3 hours sit-in exam) 
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