The Norwegian Welfare State

Course content

This course presents the historical background, the development and the present day challenges of the Norwegian welfare state. It examines the role of values and norms in shaping the services offered by the welfare state, and it discusses how political debates concerning the country's welfare programs are shifting in response to changing immigration patterns, gender roles and employment. The course pays special attention to the Nordic model of work-family balance, as this is one of the distinctive features of the Norwegian welfare state, which contributes to high employment and high fertility in Scandinavia. At the end of the course students will be able to discuss the foundations of the welfare state, as well as compare different welfare regimes and challenges.

The course puts emphasis on classroom discussion and student participation with the aim of enabling students to make a comparative analysis of social structures and institutions in their own and other countries.

Learning outcome

To give students insight into the historical background, the development and the present-day challenges of the Norwegian welfare state, and on this basis enable them to make a comparative analysis of the social structure and institutions in their own and other countries.

