Scandinavian Film Genres

Course content

This course introduces students to contemporary Scandinavian cinema, with a focus on films made in the 21st century.

By examining a range of contemporary films, we will discuss questions such as: What do we mean by the term “Scandinavian cinema”? Do Scandinavian films have distinct characteristics, from a thematic or aesthetic perspective? In what ways do Scandinavian films shed light on social and political issues in contemporary society?

The course covers altogether 10-12 films that range from art films to popular genre films. The films covered are directed by well-established as well as up-and-coming filmmakers from Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and Finland, including Joachim Trier, Iram Haq, Lars von Trier, Susanne Bier, Roy Andersson, Ruben Östlund, and Aki Kaurismäki. Students will learn to analyze and compare these films from a thematic and aesthetic perspective.

The course adopts a cultural studies approach to film and aims to deepen students’ understanding of the relationship between Scandinavian film culture and issues of gender, national identity, ethnicity, race, and class. For those who are new to studying film, the course will provide an introduction to some basic concepts and approaches in film analysis.

 

Learning outcome

Upon completion of this course, the students should be able to:

· analyze and/or compare films from a thematic and aesthetic perspective

· contextualize films in relation to contemporary social and political issues and recent film history

· demonstrate knowledge of previous research by referring to it in a film analysis

The final grade reflects the extent to which the student has attained the course learning outcomes.

